FREEDOM'S BATTLE

chief, who, besides being Minister of War, was also Prime Minister.
The fight waged by Caballero against what he thought was an
injustice done to his Under-Secretary had a certain greatness. He
deeply resented the fact that I, for the first time, took a position
different from his, and from that day, to my great regret, I ceased
to be his most trusted minister. But in a struggle in which the
whole future of the country was at stake, personal devotion had to
give way. General Asensio could have become the greatest
military genius. I still think that to have maintained him as
Under-Secretary of War when the front mistrusted him would
have been a grave mistake.

One of the reasons for forming the General War Commissariat
in October, 1936, was the need for improving relations between
professional officers and militiamen. From that time until
November of the following year I was in charge of this Commis-
sariat, and remained so even after leaving the Government in the
crisis of May, 1937. The credit for its organization, erroneously
attributed to me, belongs entirely to the War Minister, Senor
Largo Caballero. It was a wise and successful measure, although
of all the entities formed during the war the Commissariat was the
one which came in for the severest criticism.

The point at issue was the relative strength of the various
political parties composing the Commissariat. It was reproached
with being preponderantly Communist, and it cannot be denied
that for a considerable period this was so, at least as far as numbers
were concerned. There were many reasons for this. The Wax
Cfommissariat can claim an ancestry dating back to the French
Revolution, when Dumouriez's treachery disclosed to Carnot
and the Convention the acts of sabotage on the part of the
Monarchist generals, and gave an opportunity to Saint-Just to
prove himself the most excellent and amazing political Commissar
of all time. During the Russian Revolution the Commissariat
became one of the fundamental supports of the Soviet Army.
When it was formed in Spain, the Spanish Communists, attracted
by an institution with such a history, took a greater interest in its
development and expansion than the other political parties. The
latter, for whom it had no particular meaning, and who looked
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